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6. The Story of Edward Dominey

Lance Bombardier Edward Lionel Dominey, of the 275 Battery of the 59th (Duke of
Connaught’s Hampshire) Anti-Tank Regiment Royal Artillery, died 22 May 1940 Age
20.

The 20th Guards Brigade was training at Camberley on the morning of May the 21st when
orders were received from the War Office to proceed immediately to Dover for service
overseas. Less than twenty-four hours later it arrived at Boulogne. to defend the vital
Channel port and protect the retreating British Expeditionary Force (BEF) and Allied

troops.

Three merchant ships and the destroyer HMS Vimy loaded the 2nd Battalion Welsh
Guards (approximately 972 men) and the 2nd Irish Guards plus the 275th Anti-tank

Battery RA, arriving in Boulogne at dawn on the morning of 22 May.



Boulogne is bisected by the River Liane. The Welsh Guards with 275 Battery were

deployed to the east of the Liane.

Logistical preparations were markedly deficient, as the brigade departed without
adequate maps, radios, mortars, etc., and possessed only partial anti-tank capabilities
insufficient against the anticipated armored threats The guns arrived on lorries, but could
not be reloaded onto them to be moved. The guns were not properly dug in. Tools were

very short and the gun crews only tried to dig themselves in, not the gun.

So the Guards Brigade deployed with insufficient anti-tank guns for the five-mile-plus
perimeter. The Guards own anti-tank company had 6 guns and 275 Battery (which would

normally have 12 guns) probably only had about 4 or 5.

They faced an experienced German Panzer division supported by dive bombers, artillery,
and overwhelming infantry. The Guards were steadily forced back into the town, fighting
street by street and suffering heavy losses. At 3pm, with the Guards preparing to make a
desperate last stand, messages were received advising that they were to be evacuated by

8 Royal Navy destroyers on a daring under-fire evacuation.

Unfortunately the anti-tank
gun crews had suffered
severe damage where they
were dug in and Edward
Dominey was killed in action
22"/23™ May 1940 age 20 —
within a dayor so of landing
in France. (image right of his

death record)




eHe is buried in Outreau Cemetary, Departement du Pas-de-Calais, France
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Catisfield connection:

The Dominey family lived in a
house called Edna on Highlands
Road (opposite today’s Place

House Close).

John’s father was Edward

Dominey, a professional

gardener.

His mother was Gertrude, brother Stanley (b 29/6/1923), sister Edna (b 3/3/1933).
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